
Pirates: An Early-Years Group Program for Developing Social Understanding 
and Social Competence for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders and 
Related Challenges     by Dr. Margaret Anne Carter and Josie Santomauro 
 
Based on a pirate theme, this social understanding program is for preschool-to third-grade children who have 
social cognitive challenges, including autism 
spectrum disorders (ASD). The program is designed to help these children learn constructive social 
interaction skills in the area of friendship making, social problem solving, and emotional expression. 

 
This eight-adventure pirate voyage includes the following focus areas: social understanding, friendship making, 
emotional literacy and emotional expression, relaxing, social problem solving, and responding to bullying 
incidents. Some of the adventures include: "Pirates and Buccaneers" where the pirates are introduced to 
helpful versus unhelpful ways of being a friend, and "Shiver Me Timbers" where the pirates explore 
appropriate ways to express their emotions. 

 
The program is divided into four levels: preschool/kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, and grade 3, and is to be 
facilitated during school time by a teacher, counselor, therapist, or paraprofessional (the captain) with either 
the full class or a small group (the pirates). A newsletter titled "Ship-to-Shore" outlining each adventure is 
provided for home to ensure that children have an opportunity to transfer their learning across home and 
school contexts. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ORDER  
MANUAL PRICE QUANTITY  TOTAL  $ 
PIRATES EDUCATORS MANUAL Yrs K-3 $99 (inc GST,P&H)    

$

Dispatch order to: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

___ Tax invoice required OR ___ Enclosed cheque/money order $____(payable to CARTER & SANTOMAURO) 

___ OR charge Credit Card $____ (Visa/MC) No. ____/_____/_____/____ expiry __/__Signature____________ 

Order by post  : Carter & Santomauro, PO Box 293,The Gap Qld 4061 

OR e-mail order to jsanto@tpg.com.au  OR PH  07-33001543    FAX 07-33003823 

ABN :36657707966 
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